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Volume I, Issue IV

University of N orthem Iowa

To Change or Not to Change
That is the Question
by Nick Teig
Acting Secondary Principal

The Laboratory School, for a variety of reasons has not
given as much attention to programming for the intennediate
grades as it has at the elementary and secondary level. During
the decade of the 80's there was a vast amount of challenge and
change in the nation's schools concerning the adolescent years
and appropriate schooling for this age group. As we consider
the possibilities of a change in Price Laboratory School's
approach to its offerings and programs for adolescents, we
need to draw heavily on the existing body of knowledge.
In less than ten years, PLS will be graduating students
into the next century. The world is changing at a rapid rate.

According to a speaker at the recent ITC Conference in
Waterloo, "Knowledge now doubles every six years." The
transfonnation of our society by the rapid changes in science
and technology has a profound effect on today's education and
will continue to impact our national economic well-being and
life style in the future.
The early adolescent years (ages ten to fifteen) are a
highly fonnative pericxl for youth. They are often characterized as being self-indulgent, rebellious, cranky, turbulent, and
un-civilized or not capable of serious learning. Others see
them as being full of curiosity, energetic, imaginative, and full
of idealism. They are viewed as being questioners of all
around them, they want to know about many things but most
questions are self centered:
What is happening to me?
Am I interesting?
Am I having fun?
What is fun?
Will it lead me anywhere?
Am I growing up?
Why am I changing slower than my peers?
If I do it will it make me feel like a fool?
What do I do to be better liked?
Will I get smarter?
How can I become stronger?
Why do I look like this?
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Will I get better looking?
What kind of person am I?
Will others like me as I am?
Does anyone care about me?
What do I really care about?
Can I make a difference?
How does school relate to the rest of my life?
Many of the questions and behaviors which adolescents are
experimenting with can have dangerous short- and long-range
repercussions. Things like: smoking, alcohol and drug use,
sexual experimentation, inappropriate nutrition, lack of exercise, anti-social activity, gangs, cultism, rebellion against
school and dropping out
For most students, the move from elementary school into
the intennediate grades means moving from a small, self-contained, stable, single-teacher classroom to a less personal,
larger, multi-teacher environment. In the new setting the
student experiences more freedom of movement, more choices,
schedules involving six to seven classes per day and six or
seven teachers per day. Couple this with the modem trends in
the family/home life of the adolescent and they are thrust into
situations with less stability. Along with the unstable home
comes a constantly changing peer group. Not only are the peer
groups changing but the system makes it very difficult for
students to establish any vital and lasting relationship with a
caring and supportive adult
The middle grades should provide experiences that prepare children for the transformation through the physical, intellectual, and social development which prepares them for
adulthood. The middle grades should provide for growth in
basic skills, critical thinking, democratic citizenship, and
community service. It must allow them to establish caring relationships and be built on successful experiences; all the time
providing a stable and supporting school environment.
A true middle school is a tall order; experience in other
schools show that it is feasible. The time has come for a
serious look at the intennediate years at PLS. The middle
grades demand a school that can change, and change substantially, to meet the requirements of a new era. The school must
give students a chance in life and help them fulfill each
individual's promise both academically and personally.

Receipts = Computers!!!
by Dean Primrose
Business Department Chair

We are off and running on the school-wide proje.ct to save
for computers! At the time of this printing I have received
around $35,000 in HyVee receipts and $6,000 in Jack's
receipts.
I would encourage you to put an envelope on the refrigerator to remind yourself to save those receipts. It is so easy
to throw away a receipt if you do not see a reminder. Talk to
people in your church, bridge club, coffee club, health club,
relatives and friends in town and throughout Iowa, or just any
contacts you can utilize and have them send you their HyVee
receipts.
Please note that Jack's has run out of yellow receipts and
they tell me the white receipts will also work. They expect
more yellow paper soon!!!

Family Math
by Diane McCarty
4th Grade Teacher

What is a way for parents and children to talk and help
each other while they develop an understanding of mathematical concepts and strategies? What activity involves parents
and children in problem solving, experimenting, and discovering together? It is none other than a program called Family
Math. Family Math is a program designed to focus on parents
and children learning mathematics together. It introduces
families to good ideas to help them develop problem solving
strategies, build an understanding of mathematics with handson materials, and gain an appre.ciation for the subject
Such an event was held at the Price Laboratory School in
October for all the PLS fourth graders and their parents. Diane
McCarty, one of the PLS fourth grade instructors, and Kathi
Latta, a Waterloo fourth grade teacher, have conducted Family
Math sessions at their respective schools for the last three
years, guest hosting for each other. Miss Joanne Wolfe,
another PLS fourth grade instructor, Shelly Smith and Eric
Toot, two fourth grade student teachers, all assisted in making
this Family Math time a success. Over 85 students and parents
participated in this event which was held in the south cafeteria
of the school.
If you could have taken a peek at Family Math you might
have observed families playing "Circular Nim," "Animal
Crossing," or tapping of feet during a "timed" activity. Spatial
relationships, calculator skills, problem-solving techniques,
estimation, probability, graphing, and time were some of the
mathematical concepts the activities centered on during this
evening's sessions.
What is an opportunity for parents and children to spend
time together doing something that's fun, challenging, and important? You guessed it! Family Math!!!

Sharing and Caring: A Sixth Grade/
Kindergarten Experience
by Janice Blockhus, Grade 6 Teacher
Cheryl Grosvenor, N/K Teacher
Laura Petersen. Grade 6 Teacher
Connie Rouse, N/K Teacher

"Simon Says, put your left hand on your right ear. Put
your right hand on your left knee, said a sixth grader to his
kindergarten friend. You're doing great! This example of
a sixth grade student helping his kindergarten friend learn his
left and right is just one example of the types of tutoring that
is occurring at Price Lab School between kindergartners and
sixth graders each Friday morning from 9:00 until 9:30.
The program began again this fall with a friendship
activity that involved making puppets. The sixth grade
students made paper bag puppets of themselves as kindergartners. They shared their puppets and some experience they had
as kindergartners with their kindergarten friend and then
helped their friend make their own puppet
Sixth graders took their friends on a patrol walk and
explained safety rules one we.ck. For Halloween, they made
cards and put Halloween safety rules on the inside. This is a
great way for sixth graders to think through why those rules
are important if they trick or treat without adult supervision!
During the kindergarten dinosaur unit, the groups did dinosaur dioramas together. From finding and drawing patterns on
the playground to sharing their favorite children's story and
creating bookmruks, there is no end to the many activities and
benefits that are derived from having sixth graders and kindergartners work together.
Research says that older students benefit from tutoring
younger ones in several different ways. These benefits span
the academic, emotional, and social levels of learning. Some
areas that are particularly enhanced by this cross-age learning
include:
-- Academic skills are improved because children have
an enhanced self image.
-- Children have more control over their environment
which tends to support success in school.
-- Older children receive positive reinforcement from
younger children and younger children benefit from
the approval of older children.
-- The process of teaching yields deeper insights into the
subject matter being studied.
-- Tutoring gives older students more responsibility for
time spent on task.
-- The student takes on the characteristics of a teacher
which produces an obseivable change in behavior and
attitudes.
We are seeing these practices positively reinforced by
both sixth graders and kindergartners at the Lab School as they
reinforce the academic skills with one another, create friendships that give young children a feeling of security with older
children in the school and provide older children with the
experience of being needed and useful.
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Spanish as a Second Language
at Malcolm Price Laboratory School
by Argelia Colon de Hawley
Elementaty Spanish Instructor

Long befcxe it was being advocated by state and national
agencies, instruction in a second Janguage ~ an integral part
of the elementary curriculum at the Malcolm Price Laboratcry
School Today its Spanish program (carried out with materials and teclmiques developed at the Laboratcry School) serves
as a model of proficiency-based language instruction. Visitors from around the state and nation, and even from abrood,
come to observe it A demonstration video, produced in
cooperation with Dr. Joseph Marche.sani of UNI Television
Servi~, complements these visits and serves to introdoce the
approach to those who cannot come to the campus.

Goals or the QraJ-Proticiency Based Elementary PrQm:am
Our purpose, based on oral proficiency guidelines, can be
stated very simply. We propose to pesent in our classes a
series of I ~ through which an elementary school child,
already proficient in the foW' basic skills of the native language, may acquire these same skills at the novice level of a
second language. In doing so, we provide an atmosphere
which encourages interest, confidence and exploration, and
creates a positive attitude toward the learning of the new
language and the exploration of its culture.

The Lower Elementary Grades
At the Labcxatory School, first secood and third graders
have only 40 to 50 min~ of Spanish pel' week. This is a time
f<X' them to become acquainted with the Janguage; for having
fun while they learn sounds and words and something about
the culture. Cultural elements are integrated into the language
learning. In addition, special programs, such as Foreign
Language Wttk and the Amigos del c;aseUano, make their
contributions. <Amigos del casteUano is a cooperative program in which sixth graders work with first graders, fifth with
second graders, fourth with third graders.)
This is a type of exploratory or experience program. As
the Iowa Departtnent of Education Guide to Curriculum Development in Foreign Language observes, "Exploratay programs provide a foundation for later language study. These
programs introduce students to foreign language learning and
to people of the world through the study of language and
culture."

The Upper EJementaa Grades
Fourth, fifth and sixth graders have a 30 minute period for
Spanish every day, and it is in the fourth grade that they begin
NOVICIADAS, a program developed at the Laboratcry School
that includes ten "horizontal units." These units are called
"horizontal" because each deals with a different semantic
area, but eoch is of approximately the same difficulty as the
othm. Rathtt than erecting a structure in which one lesson is
supported by the lessons learned previously, each unit in
NOVICIADAS is approached from the beginning, as if it were

the first The units are horizontal because they are equal, and
independent of each other. All grammatical structures are
taught essentially as vocabulary, and the learning of the
vocabulary of one unit does not presuppose knowledge of the
vocabulary of any othtt unit A new student, or a student who
has not done well in one unit, can begin the next almost even
with the other members of the class. Within eoch unit there is
a sequence, but it is an activity-based sequence, not a sequence
directly related to the structure of the language. Yet the skills
ocquired in the one unit will make the next one easier, and thus
create a sense of progressing at an even faster pace.
The first step is the study of the vocabulary. Next, the
children take turns intetviewing and being interviewed. As
soon as the first students are ready, they are evaluated, one at
a time, by the teacher or by a representative of the teacher. At
the laboratory school we use university students who are
participants or stuclent teachers, but these representatives
might be aides or more advanced students. The children who
have completed the evaluation interview then help the odK7S
with practice interviews, until everyone is finished.
A mm, or lodge, is established for eoch unit and, after the
children have been evaluated, they are assigned the rank they
will hold in it, oosed on the degree of proficiency demonstrated in the intttview. All students namally are able to
master the essentials of eoch unit, and their ochievements are
recognized by admitting them, in an appropriately elaborate
ceremony, to the indicated pena, eoch named for an animal.
This, in turn, gives them a right to participate in interesting
activities.
A very impo:tant "fringe benefit" of such a program is the
convenient entrance built into the program for the new student, or for the student who has much difficulty initially, but
then wanns to the subject later on. Fmding a natural and
relatively effortless way of integrating the student into the
second Janguage classroom removes the major barrier that our
educatiooal system has erected against a state-wide or natioowide program of second language leaning in the elementary
school.
Integration of culturally oriented materials into the language learning sequence is also an important feature of NOVICIADAS.

Report to Parents on Student Promuu
In addition to inviting puents to attend the ceremonies in
which their children are inducted into each successive mm as
the corresponding unit is mastered, eoch child's progress is
reported to the parents once each semester in a bilingual
evaluation.

Becoming an Informed Citizen

United States Government in grade 11-12 and various electives of Sociology, Humanities, Economics, Law Related
by James Hantula
Education, Modem World, and Psychology in grades 11-12.
Social Students Department Chair
The goal of becoming an informed citizen is shared by
A major goal of the Social Sn1dies program at Malcolm
teacher, student, and parent One way parents can help their
Price Laboratory School is to develop informed citizens.
children achieve this goal is to discuss current events at home
Becoming informed involves students in learning from differwatching and listening to news broadcasts. Another way is to
ent perspectives. Especially emphasized is an awareness of
observe special days on the calendar by a comment as to the
multicultural and nonsexist views of the world in which
importance of certain days such as in December, for example
students live.
some of these days are: Aids World Awareness Day (DecemIn the world of Malcolm Price Laboratory School, severdl
ber 3, 1990), Human Rights Day (December 10, 1990), Bill of
cultures are represented. In this school year, about 12% of the
Rights Day (December 15, 1990). Abolition of Slavery (Destudent body is other than "white," not of hispanic origin. The
cember 18 - 13th Amendment to the Constirution), and of
1990-91 Race/Ethnic Enrollment of Malcolm Price Laboracourse, the admission of Iowa (December 28, 1846).
tory School is noted below in the following chart:
A third way to
In addition,
help children
four foreign stubecome
indents are attendMalcolm Price Laboratory School
formed citizens
ing
Malcolm
1990-1991 Race/Ethnic Enrollment
is to participate
Price Laboratory
in the process of
School. They are:
citizenship
by
Y ukie Mori from
Percent
Race/Ethnic
EknL.
~
~
acting
as
a
Japan, Maryline
4
1.1%
Am. Indian/Alaskan Native
2
6
"good"
citizen
Theuret
from
231
White
486
255
88.5
by voting and
France, Daniela
14
Black
4.2
23
9
assisting others
Koertner from
11
29
Asian or Pacific Islander
18
5.3
in a church, soGermany, and
Hispanic
4
1
.9
5
cial, economic,
Elizabeth Reor
political
quena from Chile.
group.
In many
Other contacts
100%
549
288
261
Total
ways,
the
best
with different culteacher
of
intures are made
formed
citizenwhen University
ship is a parent(s). Together, teachers and parents are role
of Northern Iowa foreign students visit social studies classes.
models for students becoming informed citizens. Students
In helping students become informed citizens, social
become
the citizens which we are.
studies teachers use several approaches. These include fostering knowle.dge, respect, and appreciation for the historical and
contemporary contributions of diverse cultural groups to
society. Special emphasis is placed on Asian Americans,
Black Americans, Hispanic Americans, American Indians,
and the handicapped. The program provides equal opportunity for all participants regardless of race, color, age, national
origin, religion, or handicap.
In addition, social studies teachers foster knowledge,
respect and appreciation for the historical and contemporary
contributions of men and women to society. The program also
reflects the wide variety of roles open to both men and women
World AIDS Awareness Day
and provides equal opportunity to both sexes. As social
"Threads, Nccdles, and Patches" has been pcrfonned at
studies teachers and students, we celebrate our diversity in
many sights within and ouL\idc Iowa I [owcver, many teachevery unit, grade, and course.
ers and students from f\.i'UBS have not se.cn the performance.
Illustrative examples of these "celebrations" include
As part of World AIDS Awareness Day there will be an all
studies of holidays in many cultures undertaken in grades Nsecondary school a<;sembly on December 3, 1990, in But7jer
K, development of processes in learning about Japan in grade
Auditorium, during the seventh period. A pre-perfonnance
1, units of srudy in Australia, Black History and China in
activity will be conducted followed by the performance of
grades 2 and 3, regional geography studied in grade 4, Ameri"Threads, Needles, and Patches" and a follow up question and
can and Iowa history in grade 5, World Studies in grade 6,
answer session. Parent<; of NUHS students are welcome to
American Srudies in grade 7, World Geography in Grade 8,
attend.
World History in Grade 9, United States History in grade 10,
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Sunday

Monday

Wednesday

Tuesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
*NEIBA JH & HS
Honor Band
BBB-Vinton Tour.-H6:30 p.m.

2

3

5

4

NICL Speech Fest.
BCL-UW (Conrad)
F/S BB-GC-6:30
B-H, G-T

9

10

11

12

6
*High School Band,
Orch, Choral
Concert-8:00 p.m.

23

30

14

15

JH BB-Denver-4:30
B-H, G-T
8/G BB-GC-T-6:30

F/S BB-Hudson-9:00
G-H, B-T
SW-CF-T (Holmes)
10:00
B/G BB-Dike-H-6:30

22

18

19

20

21

Spring Play
Auditions-3:45
8/G BB-Hudson-H
6:30

Spring Play
Auditions-3:20

Winter Arts Celeb.
1:45-Butzier Aud.
Spring Play
Auditions-3:20
*Jazz Band Reh8:15-9:15 p.m.

B/G BB-Denver-H6:30

24

25

26

27

HOLIDAY BREAK
BEGINS-3:00 p.m.-----

28

.,_ _________________________________ ,_ _________________________________

31
HOLIDAY BREAK

* Indicates a change

F/S BB-Denver-9:00
B-H, G-T

13

17
F/S BB-Union-6:30
B-H, G-T (LaPorte)
PAC Meeting
7:00 p.m.

HOLIDAY BREAK------- t---------------------------------- r----------------------------------

8
SW-Newton-T-9:00

SW-Marsh-T-4:30
*Jazz Band Reh8:15-9:15 P.M.

16

7
JH BB-Dike-4:00
G-H, B-T
B/G BB-N.Tama-T
(Traer)-6:30

DECEMBER 1990

29

•

Monday

Sunday

•

Tuesday

1
2
3
HOLIDAY BREAK------- ~--------------------------------- ~---------------------------------

6

7
CLASSES RESUME

F/S BB-N.Tama-6:30
G-H, B-T (Traer)

8
JH BB-N.Tama-4:00
B-H, G-T (Traer)
B/G BB-ENP-H-6:30

9

•

Saturday

Friday

Thursday

Wednesday

4

---------------------------------

SW-CF-H-7:00

B/G BB-AG-T (Ackley)
6:30

10
*Jazz Band Reh.
8:15-9:15 p.m.

11
B/G BB-BCL-UW-T
(Conrad)-6:30

5

F/S BB-Dike-9:00
G-H, B-T

12
F/S BB-Eldora-9:00
B-H, G-T
SW West lnv.-9:00

JVN GBB PlainfieldH-6:30
13
Dorian Vocal Festival-

14

----------------------------------

15
JH BB-Union Mid4:15 B-H, G-T (Dys)

16

17
*Jazz Band Reh8:15-9:15 p.m.

18
SW-Vinton-H-4:30

19
F/S BB-N.-Tama-9:00
B-H, G-T (Traer)

B/G BB-Uniont-H-6:30
End 2nd Quarter

20

21
NICL Vodal Festival
Ackley-Geneva
PAC Meeting-&;00

22
F/S BB-AG-6:30
B-H, G-T (Ackley)

23

24
*Jazz Band Reh
8:15-9:15 p.m.

27

28
F/S BB-BCL-UW-6:30
G-H, B-T (Conrad)

29
JH BB-Dike-4:00
8-H, G-T
8/G BB-Dike-T-6:30

30

31
JH Band, Orch,
Chorus Concert
8:00 p.m.
*Jazz Band Reh.
8:15-9:15 p.m.

* Indicates a change

JANUARY 1991

25
JH BB-Denver-4:00
G-H, B-T
B/G BB-N.Tama-H
6:30

26
District SpeechLarge Group

Cross Country Team Runner-up at State
by Bob Lee

Cross Cmmtry Coach

The 1990 NU High cross COlUltry team finished secood in
this year's state meet The Little Panthers had earlier captured
the NICL title and the District title. The team ended the year
as one of the top four · ~ ever" at NU (behind the State
championship teams of 1984 and 1985 plus the State runnersup of 1983).
Senior Merl Schmits, with a time of 17:28, led the team
with his 12th place finish in the field of 124 runners. Junior
Justin Hartman was 19th in 17:47. Senior Lief Bentley was
31st in 18:04 closely followed by junior Scott Clausen (44th
in 18:19) and sophomore Joel Congdon (45th in 18:21).
Rounding out the state meet team were juniors Qla(1 Galles
(85th in 19:14) and Neal Westin (86th in 19:21). The runners
ran the 3. l mile race at Ames' Veenker Golf Course on
Saturday, November 3.
Not only was the team excellent in their running but also
in their schoolworlc. The seventeen team members combined
for a 3.06 grade point average during the cros.s country season,
earning them Academic Excellence recognition from the
Iowa High School Athletic Association.

Integrating the Laboratory School
Across Campus
For over a hundred years, the University of Northern
Iowa has been recognized for its excellence in teacher education. One of the hallmarks of the teacher preparation program
has been a hands-on approach through regularly scheduled
clinical experiences in the Laboratory School for prospective
teachers.
In an effort to assure that the resources of the Laboratory
School remain a major component of the teacher education
program, Dr. Thomas Switzer, De.an of the College of Education, has taken leadership in facilitating greater communication between faculty in the Laboratory School and faculty in
the other departments across campus.
One avenue of communication has been faculty exchanges. This year, Dr. Glenn Nelson from the Mathematics
and Computer Science Department, is teaching third grade in
the Laboratory School. Dr. Marc Yoder from the Laboratory
School is teaching in the Department of Curriculum and
Instruction. Ms. Jan Blockhus, faculty member from the
Department of Curriculum and Instruction, is teaching sixth
grade at the Lalxxatory School.
Another avenue for integration of the Laboratory School
into the teacher education program across campus has been
the development of teaching teams both in the Laboratory
School and in the Department of Curriculum and Instruction
for delivery of instruction in both deputments. This year,

Betty Strub and Judith Gish, primary instructors in the LaboSchool, have teamed with Joon Duea from the Department of Curriculum and Instruction to teach two sectiom of
Elementary Curriculum. David Christensen and Maribelle
Betterton, fifth grade instructors in the Laboratory School, are
also teaching courses in the Department of Cwriculum and Instruction. Dave ·teaches a science methods course and Maribelle teoches a reading and language arts methods course.

ratory

Lynn Nielsen, Elementary Principal and Judith Finkelstein,
Associate Director of the Regent's Center for :Early Developmental Education are team teaching two sections of the
elementary social studies methods course.
All of these arrangements are contingent upon the coq>eration and teamworlc of everyone involved. But one might
ask, who is with the children when c ~ instructors are
teaching university courses? The Laboratory School has been
privileged this year to hire Kay Treiber as a third team member
in the fifth grade unit and a fifth member of the Unit III team.
Kay starts her day in the fifth grade teaching social studies.
She then moves to Unit m where she rea;hes social studi~.
science and mathematics. She ends her day back in fifth grade
tea;hing language arts. Kay is a graduate of the University of
Northern Iowa with a Bachel<r's Degree in elementary education. Her previous experiences have included teaching assignments in nursery,'kindergarten and contract substituting
throughout the elementary school.
Through the cooperative efforts soch as these, the Laboratory School will cootinue to be an integrated and vital part
of the University's teacher p-eparation program into the twentyfirst century and beyood.

Winter Arts Celebration
Come one, come all! On Thursday, December 20, 1990
at 1:45 p.m. in the Butzier Auditorium of Price Labcxatcxy
School, the upper elementary students (grades 4-6) will present a winter program. Planned by the art, music, drama and
physical education faculty, the program will give parents a
chance to see some of the activities that occur in each discipline. Original art work will be on display as the students sing,
move, play instruments, dramatiz.e and speak. Parents, faculty
and friends are invited to come enjoy a feast fer the ey~, ears
and spirit
A similar program featuring the lower elementary students (N/K-3) is planned fer the spring. Watch your PLS
newsletter for a specific date and time.

Science Corner

1,

Over the years, PLS teachers have had tremendous support and response from parents and friends in helping collect
items for use in science classes. These frequently arc items of
little value to you but are very valuable to our science program.
This month we are in need of the following materials:
Paper towel tubes
1, 2, and 3 pound coffee cans with lids
Clean baby food jars with lids
Plastic film containers with lids
Empty pill boules with lids
Empty Pringles cans with lids
All materials should be brought to Mr. Christensen in the
fifth grade classroom. Thank you for your help.

wiav
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University Professor Puts Academic
Theories into Classroom Practice

With teaching experience at the university and third
grade levels, plus middle school, junior high and high school,
Nelson believes he is a credible university teacher for elementary math methods. "But now, I think I will have even more
credibility. I'll be able to draw on my recent experiences when
I return to the university classroom next fall."
Nelson exchanged classrooms this year with the strong
support of his department and college. Philip East, department head of Math and Computer Science, notes Nelson's experience "provides much needed perspective on teaching
others how to teach. At the University level, faculty get time
to think and create theories, while in the schools faculty try out
their theories. This kind of exchange i5 useful for anyone and
puts realism into the teaching theory."
East encourages creating ties between the University,
Price Lab School and public school~. "When you bring these
groups together you're doing something good for education by
developing interactions and opening lines of communication."
"Nelson's experience is not only beneficial to the teacher
preparation program but to the students at PLS as well. In the
third grade math units, Nelson emphasizes mental math and
the appropriate use of the calculator. "We want students to
know how to do mental calculations. To do this, they need to
understand the ideas of units without using pencil and paper."
Nelson's third graders demonstrate this theory during a
unit on metric measurement. A third grade volunteers to
indicate with his hands one meter in height and width -- he's
checked by a meter stick the students made and is very
accurate.
The group next discusses the need for a consistent unit of
measurement. Using their meter sticks, they measure chalkboards, desk tops, and doorways to find objects that are one
meter, slightly less and slightly more than one meter.
Glenn Nel~on moves among his students, offering ideas,
answering questions. "It's great being where it happens in the
classroom."

by Carol Yates
Free Lance Writer/Public Relations Specialist

Glenn Nelson exchanged classrooms this year. Last year
he taught elementary math methods courses in the Mathematics and Computer Science Department at the University of
Northern Iowa; this year he's putting hi5 teaching theories into
practice in a third grade classroom at Price Laboratory School.
Nelson's move into an elementary classroom to assess the
practical application of his theories, reflects a national trend
toward putting educational theories into practice.
The associate professor of math and computer science,
who thinks of himself "as an educator who works in math," is
reinforcing his beliefs about how elementary math fits into the
total academic curriculum. "Academic areas are not compartmentalized; they share a lot of common threads, which is what
I've been teaching in the methods courses. I've found that
some truisms in math education are foundations of science,
social studies and language arts," Nelson says after teaching
third grade for several months.
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How to Help your Student
Succeed in School
by: N. Teig
Acting Secondary Principal
1. Send your student to school in a good frame of mind.

Thanks for taking the time to read all of this. If you made it
all the way through, you are a TERRIFIC PARENT! And if I
haven't told you lately, let me tell you now ... YOU HAVE A
REALLY NICE S1UDENT!

2. Build up your student's confidence. "I am proud of you.
I know you will do well. You are a hard worker."
3. Praise your student a lot for doing something well, especially if it is not usually their strong point

4. Do not heap praise on unsatisfactory work, for work not
up to par. Do not criticize; just do not praise.
5.
it.

Expect to see samples of school work regularly. Ask for

Announcements

6. Support the teacher and the school. If you have a complaint, take it up with the teacher. Don't mention it to the
student. CNe wouldn't be caught dead criticizing you!)

Winter Break; Winter Break begins at 3:00 on Friday,
December 21. Classes will resume on Monday, January 7 at
the regularly schoouled time.

7.

End of First Semester; First semester of the academic year
1990-91 will end on Friday, January 18. Second semester
begins on Monday, January 21. Grades will be compiloo and
mailed to parents.

Take what you hear with a grain of salt

8. Have books around the house, either the library's or your
own. Have a dictionary for sure; other reference books if
possible.
9. Keep your student well supplied with school supplies,
even if he must go without treats. All workers must have tools.
The nicer they are the better they work -- usually.
10. Show real interest in school. Attend PIP meetings, class
functions, etc. Teachers take more interest in students whose
parents they know personally. It's not "favoritism," it's just
that knowing the parent makes the student more "real" to the
teacher. The more the teacher knows the student, the more the
teacher cares about the student
11. Encourage your student to inquire. Don't put them off. If
you don't know the answer, encourage them to look it up or
figure it out.. Then check to see how they did.
12. Look over your student's homework and encourage them
to do it carefully. In the end though, it is their responsibility
and not yours or mine. The student must remember to do it and
to bring it to school each day. Haim Ginott in Teacher and
Child made some good points. He said, "Homework is the
responsibility of the child. When parents take over, they entcr
a trap. Homework may be.come a student's weapon to punish,
exploit, and worry their parents. Much misery is avoided
when parents show little interest in the minute details of their
student's assignments and instead convey to them clearly,
"Homework is for you what work is for us--a personal responsibility."

PLS Newsletter: This issue covers the months of December
and January because of the shortened instructional period in
each month. The next issue will come out February 1, 1991.
Elementary School Hours: Elementary school hours are from
8:30 am. to 3:00 p.m. A number of children are arriving at
school up to forty-five minutes before school starts. We ask
that parents would make every effort to see that children do not
arrive at school prior to 8:15 a.m. Children who do arrive
before 8: 15 am are asked to sit quietly in the lobby of the
school. We ask for the cooperation of parents in this regard.
Computer Lab Update: During the 1989-90 school year, the
Laboratory School received $45,000 for the purchase of
computers. With this level of funding, approximately 20
Apple computers and several printers were purchased to equip
a computcr laboratory located in the space formerly housing
the costume room. When remodeling is completoo in January,
there will be space for approximately 15-18 machines in this
area. In addition, funding was available over the last year to
purchase nine acklitional machines which are presently housoo
in the Business Department
McFund's Ltd, F@d-Raising Program: During the first week
of October, elementary children at PLS volunteered to participate in a fund-raising program selling cheese, meat, chocolates, etc. This program was a great success. Approximately
$6,500 was raised which will be used to make improvements
in the elementary playground.
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